NAD synthesis and ADPR transferase activity in blood lymphocytes of patients suffering from rheumatoid arthritis and of control persons.
NAD acts not only as a coenzyme in oxidation-reduction processes but also as substrate for adenoribosylation of different proteins. Patients suffering from rheumatoid arthritis show a disturbance in their tryptophan metabolism. Since tryptophan represents a precursor of NAD we turned our attention to the activity of the ADPR transferase, being the enzyme of adenoribosylation, as well as to the synthesis of NAD derived from nicotinamide in human lymphocytes. Lymphocytes of patients with rheumatoid arthritis did not show any differences in their activities as compared with those of control persons, regardless of different measures applied to the patients.